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Think about Theme 2

The Torrance Center for Creativity and
Talent Development at the University of Georgia
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E. Paul Torrance

E. Paul Torrance was a teacher, a counselor, a researcher,
and an administrator, but above all, his groundbreaking
research in creativity has earned him the name, Father of
Creativity. Born in Georgia in 1915, he was a professor at
the University of Minnesota developing his creativity tests
in 1965. In 1966, he moved back to Georgia, brining with
him his extensive work in creativity and renamed the
Minnesota Tests of Creative Thinking as the Torrance Tests
of Creative Thinking. During his time at the University of
Georgia, he continued and expanded his work in creativity,
developing the following four areas of inquiry: the Future
Problem Solving Program, the Incubation Model of
Creative Teaching, the creativity tests, and the international

collaborations with others interested in creativity research.

Establishment and Purpose of the Center

Torrance center was established to carry on Torrance's work
of identifying and developing creativity, giftedness, and
talent in individuals. The Center, which was renamed in
2001 as the Torrance Center for Creativity and Talent
Development, has served many students, families,
teachers, schools, and scholars in its trifold mission of

education, service, and research.
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E. Paul Torrance
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Programs Education

The programs that are supported by the Torrance Center
include direct service programs for children from
elementary through high school. These programs, which
are held on weekends and in the summer, comprise a
variety of offerings for students of various ages, interests,
and talent levels. Each program charges tuition, but there
are full and partial scholarships available. From
educationally broadening enrichment programs to
academically challenging classes, students are given
opportunities to study special topics and in ways that they
would not ordinarily do in the regular classroom. There are
residential programs in the summer during which the
students live on campus as well as day programs.

In addition to serving children and their families, the
educational programs serve as a training ground for
potential teachers and res who aspire to work with such
students. University students and faculty from throughout
the university participate in teaching the children and
adolescents and investigating better ways to identify and

nurture their talents.

Service

The center also conducts regular training to prepare and
update educators on skills such as administering and
scoring the Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking, the various
components of coaching students in the Future Problem
Solving Program, or creative strategies. Longer-term
training sessions, each lasting for several weeks, have
educated teachers from Korea about identifying and

teaching gifted and creative students.

Research
In the interest of sharing existing knowledge and creating
new knowledge, the center maintains a small library with

tests, articles, and books related to creativity. This
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supplements the much larger collection of resources
established by Torrance and housed in the Hargrett Rare
Books Library of the University of Georgia main library,
which has been called the largest collection of creativity
materials in the world. In addition, the Torrance Center
sponsors a yearly Torrance Lecture, which has brought
outstanding national and international speakers to the
University of Georgia campus to discuss current creativity

research and practices.

International

The Center has also hosted international creativity
conferences at the University of Georgia's Costa Rica
Campus. In both 2008 and 2010, individuals from around
the world and the United States shared insights, research,
and programs related to creativity at an ecological campus

on the edge of the cloud rain forest.

Torrance Centers in the U.S.

and Around the World

The second Torrance Center was established at Drexel
University in Philadelphia, The first international Torrance
Center was established in 2009 in Porto. There are
currently plans in varying stages to establish cooperative
Torrance Centers in other places interested in developing
creativity. Nationally, we are planning to establish a
Torrance Center in Oklahoma and perhaps New York.
International Centers are being planned in China, Ireland,
Japan, South Africa, Spain, Taiwan, and Turkey. Perhaps a

Torrance Center could also be located in South Korea?
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